
 
 

 

 

2020 MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

5
th

 Jan Lecture – John Carey    5
th

 Jul  TBC 

2
nd

 Feb Lecture – Morgan and West   2
nd

 Aug Club Night 

1
st
 Mar Club Night     6

th
 Sep  Close Up Competition 

12
th

 Apr Annual General Meeting   4
th

 Oct  Lecture - TBC 

3
rd

 May Stage Competition    1
st
 Nov  Props Auction 

7
th

 Jun Lecture – Paul Gordon   6
th

 Dec  Xmas Fun Night 

 

     

2020 CLUB SHOWS 

There are no club shows scheduled at the moment other than the Dixon Studio week – there are a 

couple in the pipeline but we don’t have confirmed dates just yet. Watch this space! 

 

w/c 10
th

 Aug  Dixon Studio Shows 

 

 

CONTACTS 

President - Adrian Fox     Vice President – Oliver Ward  

01702 297983 / 07711 982890    07538 178182 

adrian@adrianfoxmagic.co.uk    oliverwardmagic@icloud.com 

 

 

Treasurer – Tracy Wise     Secretary, Membership & Librarian – Ryan Young  

01702 597002       07854 634592 

tracywise@hotmail.co.uk      ryangyoung@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

Club Shows Secretary – Richard Graham 

07951 441333  

richard@richardgraham-magic.co.uk 
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LAST MEETING – 1
st
 DECEMBER – CHRISTMAS FUN NIGHT 

The club’s December meeting was thrown over as usual to the Christmas fun 

night organised by the committee with loads of fun and games to get involved 

in. Always well attended, members and their guests organised themselves into 4 

fairly large teams in a friendly but competitive contest over several rounds of 

questions, quizzes and skill games.  

 

The teams decided on their own team names at the start of the evening – we 

had ‘Quizzer’s Dream’, ‘Bottom of the Pile’, ‘It’s Snow Challenge’ and ‘No 

Ho Ho’ - and then, with everyone in names teams it was down to business!  

 

With rounds including a blindfolded biscuit tasting problem, kazoo playing, a box of hidden 

objects to identify by touch alone, and a team Tenable challenge, everyone got into the fun of the 

event. There was a music quiz, a limerick to write about Ryan (!), a frog hurdling contest (!), an 

observation quiz and an unusual drawing contest between the teams to draw a snake on a toilet 

roll, with the maximum points going to the team who drew the second longest snake!  

 

It was a super evening and thanks go to all our members and their guests for really getting into 

the spirit of the evening and getting involved in this annual night of fun and laughter. Prizes in 

the form of chocolates were handed out as is customary at this time of year! After all the points 

had been added up, it was congratulations to Mike Leach and the ‘No Ho Ho’ team who scored 

35 points, just one point ahead of ‘Quizzer’s Dream’ to take the top spot.  

 

The committee hope you enjoyed it as much as we did when we were putting it all together! 

 

Also at the meeting, a new Junior Member, Aaron Capps, took and passed his audition. Well done 

Aaron, it’s lovely to have you in the team and I know that all our existing members will make you 

feel truly welcome.  

 

And so we move on to a new year and a new decade. For 2020 we have a brilliant array of lectures 

for you to enjoy as well as the usual schedule of competitions, mentoring sessions and club nights. 

Here’s to the New Year, and hopefully, with your support, it’ll be another great one for our club. 

 

 

NEXT MEETING – 5
th

 JANUARY – JOHN CAREY LECTURE 

Our first meeting of the New Year is a lecture from the hugely 

experienced and world class magician John Carey. The author of 

several very successful books, John is a brilliant creator and 

superb teacher and a lot of his work is well within the reach of the 

average enthusiast. Expect loads of material for the working pro 

too – a lot of his routines and effects are in the repertoires of many 

successful and well known magicians around the world. 

 

His latest, incredible book, Reflections, is a 196 page collection of 

amazing, doable miracles covering cards, coins, mentalism and mental-magic. Reflections is 

jammed full of exciting magic that’s easy to learn and easy to do – there are more than 80 different 

effects. John is known for his straightforward hard-hitting material and enclosed in the pages of 

this book are some of his best effects yet. I’m sure we can expect to see some of these routines at 

the lecture, where the book will also undoubtedly be available. 

 

John has been lecturing for a good while, but this will be his first visit to Southend so we’re 

looking forward to extending a warm welcome to him and seeing first-hand what he has to 

show us.     

 

 

 



For more information about John and his work, check out his website at www.johncareymagic.co.uk 

 

 

NEXT MENTORING SESSION – JANUARY – SCRIPTING AND PRESENTATION  

Our next mentoring session at the January meeting features Don 

Simpson who will be leading a short workshop with a look at 

the scripting and presentation of tricks and routines. This is an 

area that is often overlooked, and people sometimes forget that a 

decent script can elevate a simple trick into something far more 

entertaining and magical. But how do you write them and how 

can you better structure routines? 

 

If this is something you’ve always wanted some guidance on, Don’s short 30 minute introduction 

will hopefully get you started. Don has a lot of experience in this type of thing and I know he’ll 

have some really useful material and ideas to pass on to us.  

 

As always, the session will start at 7.00 sharp before the main meeting, so don’t be late and we hope 

to see you there. 

 

  

CLUB SHOWS 

If you’d like to perform at any of our future shows, either with 

close-up magic or as a stage act, then please contact Richard 

Graham on 01268 783202. Rick will also provide details of 

venue addresses, times and directions as required. 

 

As you’ll have noticed, we currently have no more club shows in 

the diary, a rarity for us. There are a couple of enquiries being 

pursued and we’ll let you have details as soon as we have firm 

dates for them. But in the meantime, if you know of any organisations that would enjoy a night 

of magic and an opportunity to raise funds, please put them in touch with Richard Graham. We 

charge just £200 to put on a whole evening of both close up and stage magic for charities. 

 

 

MAGIC NEWS 

 

Who Inspires You in Magic? 

This is the third in an occasional series where our members 

are asked to talk about their inspirations in magic.  

 

Ryan Young is next in line, and if you’d like to contribute 

your thoughts about others who have inspired you to do 

better, then please let us know and we’ll include your story 

in a future newsletter. 

 

Ryan Young – Who inspires you to perform magic? 

Back in 2014 I was unfortunately off work with ankle ligament damage 

(I was a waiter). All this time off work meant a lot of TV to watch!  

 

Then one afternoon a magician name Troy Von Scheibner appeared on 

Channel 4 with a series performing street magic, but adding that ‘cool’ 

factor. For me, the magic itself wasn’t what got me hooked - but it was 

the reactions, the joy on the spectators’ faces, the amazement and just for 

a second the opportunity for them to forget all the bad in the world. 

 

http://www.johncareymagic.co.uk/


Fast forward 2 months on and I am finally back to work. One day 

whilst walking around the restaurant I noticed a young boy with a 

pack of cards on the table (not just any cards but gimmicked bicycle 

cards) so I mentioned magic and he showed me a trick. The young 

boy’s mother said his older brother is the main man when it comes to 

magic - a junior champion, world class wizard and all round great 

chap…. who we all know now as Oliver Ward. 

 

I was stuck on a double lift, and when Ollie came into the restaurant he 

blew my mind with an ambitious card routine. He then offered some 

great advice on different ways to achieve a double lift and invited me to 

come along to Southend Sorcerers. And the rest is history!  

 

So in summary I have to thank Troy for showing me what can be 

achieved through magic; and Oliver for helping me over the first wall! 

 

 

Magic Goes Wrong - Vaudeville Theatre, London 
Created with magicians Penn & Teller, Mischief Theatre 

conjure up an evening of grand illusion. In the next 'Goes 

Wrong' comedy to hit the West End, the original Mischief 

company play a hapless gang of magicians presenting a 

charity event. As the accidents spiral out of control, so does 

their fundraising target...  

 

The show is at the Vaudeville Theatre, 404 Strand, London WC2 from 14th December 2019 to 15th 

March 2020. For more information and to book visit www.mischieftheatre.co.uk. 
Should be loads of fun! 

 

 

John Archer Against The Odds – Palace Theatre, Southend 
Semi-finalist on Britain's Got Talent and support act for Tim Vine on 

seven UK tours, John Archer finally takes to the stage on his own one 

man show, Against The Odds.  

 

This is a rare chance to see some baffling magic with a dash of comedy 

thrown in by the man who many consider to be the best comedy 

magician in the UK today.  

 

The first man to fool Penn and Teller on 'Penn and Teller: Fool Us' and 

a former winner of the prestigious Magic Circle Stage Magician of the 

Year, John Archer has also appeared on BBC1's Tim Vine Travels in 

Time, Sky 1's Undercover Magic and CBBC's Help, My School 

Teacher Is Magic and Help My School Trip Is Magic. 

 

John is appearing at the Palace Theatre Southend on Saturday 8
th

 February and tickets are available 

now priced at £18..  

 

See www.john-archer.com for more info and to book. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://tickets.mischieftheatre.co.uk/city/2957-london/PBRN-magic-goes-wrong/
http://www.john-archer.com/News_Dates.html


MEMBERS’ NEWS 

 

Tracy Wise – Tales from the Shadows 

Tracy presents an evening of spine chilling stories of ghosts and 

murder, history and mystery laced with magic. Set in the atmospheric 

Dr Legba's Emporium of Cocktails and Curiosities at the Royal Hotel 

Southend, this immersive storytelling event is not for those of a 

nervous disposition.  

 

Tracy’s next show is on 23
rd

 January - Nursery Crimes, the Dark 

Origins of Nursery Rhymes and Fairy Tales. Tickets are £17.50 

including a welcome cocktail on arrival.   

 

To book and for other dates call the Royal Hotel: 01702 899222    

 

 

Tracy Wise and Adrian Fox – Mystery On Sea 

Mystery on Sea is a walking tour of the Royal Terrace and 

Clifftown areas of Southend which mixes fascinating local 

history with tales of ghostly goings on and magic.  

 

After a successful start to the project in 2019, the walk is back 

with more dates. At present, dates available are 26
th

 January, 

23
rd

 February, 22
nd

 March and 26
th

 April, all starting at 5.00. 

Tickets are just £8.  

 

 

FINALLY, AS USUAL, SOME NEW MAGIC TO CHECK OUT 

 

Mentalism                           THE ALICE IN WONDERLAND BOOK TEST by Luke Jonas 

From the creative mind of Luke Jonas, co-creator of the 

Jekyll and Hyde Test, comes a new, perfectly created book 

test with truly uncapped potential that will withstand the 

test of time for any performer. Created with the performer 

in mind, welcome, to The Alice In Wonderland Book Test.  

 

A freely chosen spectator is chosen to join the performer on 

stage and is handed the book Alice in Wonderland. The 

book can be freely examined from cover to cover, the performer remains 100% hands off 

throughout the entire performance. The spectator freely selects any page and the performer is able 

to reveal the first word. Another page is selected and the performer is able to name a freely 

selected word from another line on the selected page. A spectator can land on another page and 

another freely selected word can be chosen -- this time the performer is able to tell the audience 

the exact paragraph that contains this word. A separate spectator from the audience writes down 3 

or 4 page numbers, unseen by the performer, and the spectator on stage turns to one of those pages 

without telling the performer (who can be blindfolded). Another word selected by the spectator is 

deduced and can be revealed as a drawing duplication.  

 

Throughout the book, there are illustrations. Any of these can be freely selected by the spectator. 

The book is then closed and without seeing the chosen illustration, the performer is able to 

describe intricate details about the selected illustration through a miraculous drawing duplication 

and an astonishing colour reveal!  

 

 



This book test is 100% readable and examinable, meaning that any book-test methods you already 

use with un-gimmicked books can also be applied to The Alice In Wonderland Book Test, making 

this probably the most versatile book test on the market. 

The Alice book test is available from a number of dealers. Alakazam are charging £70 for it, but 

you can also find it on Penguin Magic for just $53! 

https://www.penguinmagic.com/p/S28394 

 

 

Cards                                                 CAMOUFLAGE by Keith Porter 
Keith Porter's Camouflage is a colour changing deck routine like no 

other. 

 

This multi-phase effect has some seriously visual eye-popping changes. 

 

Effect 
Four blue backed cards are displayed each bearing a colourful Chameleon 

on the face. 

 

Phase One 
A card is selected from a red backed deck. The card is switched with one of the Chameleon cards 

and now all the Chameleons change to become an exact replica of the chosen card both front and 

back! 

 

Phase Two 
The cards are switched back and now all the Chameleons appear again and their backs turn back to 

blue. 

 

Phase Three 
You please one of the Chameleon cards on top of the red deck and all the backs turn blue (this is 

such a killer kicker, your spectators won't believe their eyes! You can even show that the faces 

have changed to be Chameleons! 

 

Camouflage is easy to do and comes complete with special gimmicks and a full instructional 

video which includes Keith's original handling and ideas by Dave Loosley and Peter Nardi. You’ll 

find it at Alakazam priced at £16.99 

https://www.alakazam.co.uk/product-camouflage-by-keith-porter.html 

 

 

Mentalism                                                      ESP TEST KIT by Steve Cook    

Steve Cook has done it again with his ESP Test Kit.  

 

This brilliant effect is a mix of Mentalism, Remote Viewing, 

Psychometry and Precognition.  

 

Imagine having a spectator place the five ESP symbol cards into 

separate envelopes. They place one envelope in the supplied ESP 

Test Control wallet and one in their pocket. Now, going nowhere 

near the envelopes (if you should so choose), you start to reveal 

where each ESP Symbol is located, even predicting ahead of time which card would be put in their 

pocket.  

 

If that wasn't enough, as a kicker your spectator is given the ability to read your mind!  

 

 

 

https://www.penguinmagic.com/p/S28394
https://www.alakazam.co.uk/product-camouflage-by-keith-porter.html


The ESP Test Kit comes complete with custom props and full tutorial video featuring Peter Nardi's 

routine and handling. The ESP Test Kit uses a sneaky, yet simple method to devastating effect. 

There are no electronics to go wrong and no batteries to change.  

 

The ESP Test Kit is a professional routine that is easy for even the absolute beginner to perform!  

 

Each set comes complete with 

5 plastic ESP symbol cards 

Custom envelopes designed for this effect 

Real leather wallet 

Full online training 

 

You can see the trailer and buy the test kit at Alakazam, priced at £34.99 

https://www.alakazam.co.uk/the-esp-test-kit-by-steve-cook.html 

 

 

Close-Up                                                                                         METHOD 01 by Calen Morelli 

Imagine having the ability to cause any freely named 

card, or any two-digit number impossibly appear blistered 

on your fingertips.  

 

Method 01 is magic's most innovative blister 

effect. Method 01 is based on the original blister effect 

published by Jack Kent Tillar back in 1972. Calen has 

created a revolutionary redesign of the blister effect.  

 

Method 01 is a secret weapon that 'hides in plain sight' so you can do all the dirty work right under 

your spectator's noses. This invisible index gives you the freedom of choice without the hassle of 

difficult misdirection.  

 

Since the handling is built into the routine, there is no fumbling. You start clean when you begin, 

and you end clean when you reveal the thought-of card or number. There are no unnecessary 

moves, and Calen's carefully written presentation covers all the bases.  

 

Apply Method 01 onto your favourite playing card box and smile as it disappears into your box 

design. Even place the card box directly in your spectator's hand - they won't feel a thing. It's 

designed be an everyday carry - and takes up virtually no extra space in your pocket.  

 

Method 01 gives you the power to perform the blister effect with confidence, and get those drop-

dead reactions you've always wanted. It's so incredibly simple, you'll be performing it just minutes 

after receiving your gimmick. 

No Forces - any card or any 2 digit number. 

Easy to perform - The moves are effortless and invisible. 

Camouflaged gimmick allows it to hide in plain sight! 

Instant reset. 

No pocket work. 

The precision-made device will last for years. 

Method 01 includes an instruction video and precision-made device 

 

See it at Saturn Magic, where the price is £28. 

https://www.saturnmagic.co.uk/saturn-magic-shop/wajtttt-presents--method-01-by-calen-morelli--

trick.html 
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Books                                                  THE SHIFT VOL 2 by Ben Earl  

The Shift Volume 2 contains card material to be used entirely 

'in-the-hands', with no table in sight: Three stunning close-up 

effects, three practical takes on classic techniques and three 

theoretical articles which will supercharge your understanding 

and ability.  

 

1. Effects: 

Stepping Stones - A baffling three-phased sequence of productions and transformations with 

'thought of' cards. This in-the-hands gem was specifically designed for maximum impact in the 

real world while making it appear that you can predict someone's thoughts and effortlessly 

manipulate their perceptions.  

 

Slow Roll - A truly impossible card location in which the spectator genuinely shuffles the deck, 

freely selects a card, freely returns the card and genuinely shuffles the deck again... yet the card 

can be found in any way the performer wishes. This is a beautiful disguise for an ancient 

principle... and will baffle anyone who sees it.  

 

M-Theory - A hyper-surreal handling of the Ambitious Card in which a selection and a signature 

repeatedly appear and disappear at different moments in time and space. This routine leaves the 

spectator with an 'impossible object' as a keepsake and will inspire a new appreciation for this 

classic effect.  

 

2. Techniques: 

The Erdnase Top Palm - New insights, advice and a detailed breakdown of the best top palm in 

the world.  

 

The Riffle Force - A subtle finesse on the classic Riffle Force which you will immediately start 

using. 

 

A False Swing Cut - An amazing in-the-hands False Cut which looks extremely natural. Ben has 

popularized this technique in recent years and has some beautiful touches which make it 

impossible to detect. 

 

3. Theory: 

Breaking The Frame - An essay which provides deeper insights into how we can make our card 

magic more deceptive with very simple alterations to our technique. 

 

The Art of Practice - A sequence of six unique training drills to improve your magic technique-

using nothing but a rubber ball and your feet! 

 

Influence and Deception - The second in a series of essays dealing with the nature of deception 

and its relationship to magic. This type of information and research has previously only been 

available within UK military/government groups.  

 

Check out The Shift Volume 2 at Saturn Magic – the price is £41. 

https://www.saturnmagic.co.uk/saturn-magic-shop/studio52-presents-the-shift-vol-2-by-ben-earl--

book.html 

 

 

That’s about it for this month everyone – send any articles for next month’s newsletter  

to Adrian for publishing. 
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