
 
 

 

2019 MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

5
th

 May  Stage Competition     1
st
 Sep  Close Up Competition 

2
nd

 Jun  Lecture – Jamie Daws   6
th

 Oct  Lecture – Paul Voodini 

7
th

 Jul  Lecture – Oliver Tabor  3
rd

 Nov Props Auction 

4
th

 Aug  Club Night    1
st
 Dec  Xmas Fun Night 

21
st
 Aug  EXTRA – Joshua Jay Lecture     

  

    

2019 CLUB SHOWS 

8
th

 Jun   Stambridge Primary School, Ashingdon Community Hall 

22
nd

 Jun   St Nicholas‟ Church, Canvey Island 

W/C 26
th

 Aug  As If By Magic 2019, Dixon Studio 

 

 

 

 

CONTACTS 

President - Adrian Fox     Vice President – Oliver Ward  

01702 297983 / 07711 982890    07538 178182 

adrian@adrianfoxmagic.co.uk    oliverwardmagic@icloud.com 

 

 

Treasurer – Tracy Wise     Secretary, Membership & Librarian – Ryan Young  

01702 597002       07854 634592 

tracywise@hotmail.co.uk      ryangyoung@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

Club Shows Secretary – Richard Graham 

07951 441333  

richard@richardgraham-magic.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE: SUBSCRIPTION TIME AGAIN! 

Please get your renewal Subscription for 2019/20 to Tracy as early as possible.  

BACS details included in this newsletter. 
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LAST MEETING – 7
th

 APRIL – ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Our last meeting was the 42
nd

 Annual General Meeting of the club, 

where all members are given the opportunity to comment on how 

the club is progressing and to make suggestions for future 

improvements. At the same time, the committee members stand 

down so that a new committee can be voted in for the coming year. 

It‟s also an opportunity to review the highlights of the past year and 

to report on things like the financial aspects of the club‟s 

management. The minutes of the meeting are as follows. 

 

Southend Sorcerers 42
nd

 Annual General Meeting held on 7
th

 April 2019  

Ecko Social Club, Thornford Gardens, Southend  

 

Members in attendance – Thomas and Barbara Edwin, Lewis Clifton, Andy Smith, Ray Simkins, 

Andrew Miranda, Debbie and Michael Leach, Don and Carol Simpson, Doug Roden, Audrey 

Heddon, Richard Graham, Adrian Fox, Tracy Wise, Oliver Ward, Ryan Young, Simon 

Shapero, Brentley Simms.   

 

The meeting started at 8:10pm 

  

1. Apologies 

Nobody sent apologies in advance and all the attendees were as mentioned above.  

  

2. Minutes for 2018 41st AGM 

The minutes for last year‟s 41
st
 AGM were approved as an accurate record by members present.  

  

3. Annual Reports & Presentation of Accounts    

Reports were received from Adrian Fox, Oliver Ward, Ryan Young, Richard Graham and Tracy 

Wise as the outgoing committee members. Audited accounts were also presented to the membership 

and questions invited for any of the committee on any aspects of their reports. There were no 

questions or comments so it was therefore proposed that the reports be accepted unchallenged – 

proposed by Don Simpson and seconded by Thomas Edwin. Agreed. 

  

4. Election of Officers for 2019/2020  

All committee members then stood down from their roles. Adrian Fox reported that there had been 

no nominations from the membership for any committee posts for the coming year. Additionally, 

the outgoing committee all indicated their willingness to stand for another year in office so it was 

proposed to simply re-instate the committee for 2019/20. The suggestion was proposed by Andy 

Smith and seconded by Thomas Edwin, and members unanimously voted in favour of the proposal.  

As a result, the committee for the coming year remains as: 

President  Adrian Fox  

Vice President Oliver Ward 

Treasurer   Tracy Wise 

Shows Secretary Richard Graham 

Secretary Ryan Young 

  

5. Membership Fees 

The fees last increased in 2018/2019 and there was no proposal to change subscription fees for the 

coming year which will therefore remain as follows: 

Joining Fee    £10 

Individual Membership  £20 

Family/Junior Membership £25 

Guest Fee at ordinary meetings £2 

Guest fee at lectures  £10 

  

 



6. Honorary Life Memberships 

No one was proposed this year.  

   

7. Amendments to Rules and Constitution 

There were no suggested amendments to the constitution from the floor or the committee this year.   

 

8. Any Other Business  

a) Don Simpson (Parlour Magic). There was a lot of discussion over this topic. Don put 

forward the idea of incorporating parlour style magic into our competitions and shows. Don 

pointed out that sometimes an act of this nature might need a specific table and that there 

are sometimes effects which are too small for stage and too big for close up. The committee 

agreed to discuss the issue in more detail at the next committee meeting, but in the 

meantime it was agreed that a parlour style performance could be incorporated into the 

existing stage competition so that competitors can have their own table for performance if 

necessary.  

  

b) Dream Team Shirts. Members of the Dream Team had mentioned that when working at 

the Dixon Studio shows they were often mistaken for Palace Theatre staff and so wanted 

different coloured polo shirts in order to differentiate them. Adrian had liaised with Carol 

and Audrey and had ordered red polo shirts with appropriate embroidery which were 

issued at the meeting. Additional shirts were required in slightly larger sizes and these will 

be ordered in time for the next club meeting. A roller banner promoting merchandise sales 

has also been produced and this was passed over to Carol for use at future shows. 

  

The meeting closed at 9:05pm  

 

Also at the meeting Adrian led a mentoring session on rope magic which 

was well received. The session included the teaching of some basic 

moves for use in a simple routine; and also looked at the use of rope 

magnets. The classic Professor‟s Nightmare effect was also demonstrated 

and explained. Various members took part in the session which ran until 

7.40pm  

 

 

NEXT MEETING – 5
th

 MAY – ANNUAL STAGE COMPETITION 

The meeting on 5
th

 May is our annual stage competition which is open 

to all members to enter.  

 

If you would like to enter the contest, it‟s important that you let a 

committee member know in advance of the evening so that we can 

plan timings and so on. Depending on numbers we may not be able to 

accept entries on the night itself so please do let us know in advance if 

you‟d like to enter.  

 

As usual the rules are fairly straight forward and are reproduced in full 

at the end of this newsletter (they were also emailed separately to 

everyone recently). Your act needs to be between 8 and 12 minutes 

long, and it can be silent to music or a patter act. 

 

So far I’ve only heard from Tracy Wise, Robbie Wood, Trevor Cline and Thomas Edwin – 

so if you’re planning to enter please let me know ASAP. 

 

 

 

 



There will be 3 independent judges who will score each act on a combination of entertainment 

value, presentation (ie how do the effects flow, how does the patter complement the act and so 

on), and magical ability (which is all about the way in which any sleights or magical effects are 

delivered). 

 

As usual there‟ll be a competition for the seniors and another for the juniors (anyone under 16 

years of age) during which the judges will decide who should win the Bill Charlesworth 

memorial trophy for the seniors and the Don Simpson cup for the juniors. So far we have no 

entries from our juniors and the competition didn‟t run last year due to a lack of entries, so come 

on the juniors, show us what you can do! 

 

If there is only a single entry for either of the titles, the competition result will be based on the 

individual‟s performance, which, in order to win the title, will be required to achieve a minimum 

target score to be determined by the committee. 

  

If anyone is uncertain about anything to do with the competition, just ask Adrian and he‟ll be 

pleased to help – but do let us know if you‟re planning to enter.  

 

One important thing to mention – only paid up members are eligible to enter. So if you haven‟t 

paid your subscription yet, please make sure you do when you arrive at the meeting. 

  

Looking forward to a great night of magic! Don‟t forget that your friends and family can come 

along and watch the magic for free! 

 

A special note to last year’s winner: could Richard Graham bring the Senior trophy with you 

for presentation to the new winner (in a clean condition please!) Thanks 

  

 

NEXT MENTORING SESSION – JUNE MEETING - INVISIBLE THREAD  

Our mentoring sessions will take a brief break in May as the 

meeting is our stage competition and we‟ll need extra time to 

set everything up. But you‟ll be pleased to know that our next 

mentoring subject, for the June meeting, will deal with the use 

of invisible thread for various routines. 

Ollie Ward will be leading this get 

together wih a look at invisible thread reels (ITRs), loops and some of the 

techniques you need to make them work for you. He‟ll also present some 

magic for you to try yourself. If you‟ve always wanted to make things float 

or to incorporate some animation into your magic, this is the session for you. 

As always, the get together will start at 7.00 sharp so please don‟t be late. 

 

In the meantime, if you have any thoughts about subjects you‟d like covered in these mentoring 

sessions, please let Adrian know and we‟ll make sure that your topic is included in the programme.  

 

CLUB SHOWS 

If you’d like to perform at any of our future shows, either with 

close-up magic or as a stage act, then please contact Richard 

Graham on 01268 783202. Rick will also provide details of 

venue addresses, times and directions as required. 

 

Our shows are not just one of the ways in which we keep the club 

running successfully from a financial perspective; they also offer 

our members a unique opportunity to perform for non-magical 

audiences, and to practice their routines while improving their skills.  

 



If you‟ve never been involved in one of our shows before, please think about offering some help – 

there‟s nothing to lose and everything to gain from practicing with „real‟ people.  

 

FUTURE SHOWS 

Our next shows are coming up in June so please do make a note of the dates and see if you can be 

available to help out with some or all of the shows we have in the diary. Dates so far are as 

follows: 

 

8
th

 June   Stambridge Primary School, show at Ashingdon Community Hall 

22
nd

 June   St Nicholas‟ Church, Canvey Island 

W/C 26
th

 August  As If By Magic 2019, Dixon Studio 

 

The next show in June is a full performance so we‟ll need both close uppers and stage acts – 

please let Rick know if you can help out as we‟d like to complete our planned line up as early as 

possible to save last minute worries. Rick will send out details for the next show and we hope to 

see you there for another fun filled evening of magic.  

 

 

DIXON STUDIO SHOWS 2019 

As we approach the Dixon Shows in August I can‟t stress enough 

how important it is for us all to get behind this annual project. The 

club invests a lot of money to be able to stage these shows, and we 

can only get our money back if we all pull together to make it the 

best experience we can - for both our audiences and our members. 

 

I‟ve asked for people to email me to let me know if they would 

like to take part in the stage shows this year, but I‟m sorry to say 

that no-one has replied. I know we have some of our usual people 

keen to help out, but it would be great to hear from you so that I 

don‟t feel like I‟m working on this incredible opportunity on my 

own! 

 

We have space for stage acts and close up performers. We also 

need people to help backstage. If you can offer any help, in any 

way, please do let me know ASAP. If you‟re thinking about a stage act but aren‟t sure what to do, 

please get in touch and I‟ll gladly help you to start putting an act together – but don‟t leave it too 

late; these things take time and practice!  

 

One good piece of news is that tickets for the shows are now on sale at the Cliffs Pavilion box 

office, priced at £11 and £9 including booking fees. Please do encourage your family and friends 

to come along and see one of the shows. You can buy them online here: 

https://southendtheatres.org.uk/online/tickets-as-if-by-magic-southend-2019 

      

 

PAYING SUBSCRIPTIONS - BACS 

Just a reminder that, with the annual subscription time 

coming round again soon, we‟re trying to make it as easy for 

you to pay your subs as possible. You can pay by BACS – 

via an electronic online money transfer - directly into the 

club‟s bank account from your own.  

 

This means that if you have to miss a meeting or two, you 

can still make sure that your subscription gets paid on time, so that you don‟t have to worry 

about it too much. If you want to pay via this method, the club‟s bank details are as follows: 

 

 

https://southendtheatres.org.uk/online/tickets-as-if-by-magic-southend-2019


Sort Code: 30-65-22 

Account no: 79204460  

 

Please make sure that you include a reference consisting of your name and „Subs19‟ when you 

make the payment. That way we‟ll know that you‟ve paid.  

 

Subscriptions for 2019/20 are £20 for individual membership and £25 for junior (ie family) 

membership. You can also make payments for the annual dinner this way, using a reference 

made up of your name and „Dinner19‟. 

 

Of course, cash and cheques are still very welcome payment methods too. 

 

 

ANNUAL DINNER 2019 

Just a reminder about our 2019 annual dinner and awards 

evening. We‟ve now confirmed the date and venue for 

our 2019 annual dinner. Please note the date in your 

diary and try to join us on the night if you can.  

 

Last year‟s event was really superb and well supported, so if you enjoyed it, do come and spend an 

evening with friends and family at this special evening. The confirmed date is October 19
th

, and 

we‟ve decided to head back to the Thorpe Hall Golf Club as it was such a superb meal last year. 

Menu details will follow in due course. 

 

The ticket price has been kept to £30 per head as per last year and with such a fabulous meal, a 

cabaret and raffle etc, we hope you‟ll agree that it represents amazing value for money. The full 

menu choices will follow in next month‟s newsletter. 

 

Do join us if you can. Let Tracy know how many seats you‟d like and let her have a £10 per 

head deposit as soon as you can please. 

 

 

CLUB CLOTHING  

Remember that we have a range of club clothing available for you to wear with pride! You can 

choose from black polo shirts, printed T-shirts and embroidered sweatshirts. We‟ve also got a 

small number of close-up prop bags as pictured below.  

 

Prices for all these great club products are as follows:  

T-Shirts £6;  Close up bags £10;  Polo Shirts £12;  and the Sweatshirts are £15. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OTHER MAGIC SHOWS ETC 

 

David Blaine – Real or Magic? 

2019 is the year when David Blaine finally embarks on his first ever UK 

theatre tour and tickets are on sale now for the various venues he‟s visiting. 

The closest show to us is at the Apollo Hammersmith where he‟s 

performing for two nights on 18
th

 and 19
th

 June.  

 

There‟s not much detail to be found about what he‟ll be including in the 

show – fairly typical of David to remain mysterious – but you can expect it 

to be a show not to be missed.  

 

Ticket prices vary, but check Ticketmaster initially, or go via David‟s 

website here: https://davidblaine.com/ 

  

 

The Illusionists – Direct from Broadway 

The world‟s biggest selling magic spectacular, 'The 

Illusionists – Direct From Broadway', returns to 

London in July with a brand new show starring James 

More (The Showman), Jonathan Goodwin (The 

Daredevil and Escape Artist), Adam Trent (The 

Futurist), Yu Ho-Jin (The Manipulator), Chris Cox 

(The Mentalist), Paul Dabek (The Trickster) and Enzo 

(The Unforgettable). 

 

The Illusionists is a mind-blowing spectacular showcasing the jaw dropping talents of seven of 

the most incredible illusionists on earth. Collectively these performers have been seen by 

millions across the world and this production showcases their talents on stage together for the 

very first time. The Illusionists has shattered box office records and dazzled audiences of all ages 

around the world with a powerful mix of the most outrageous and astonishing acts ever to be 

seen on stage.  

This non-stop show is packed with thrilling and sophisticated magic of unprecedented 

proportions. Prepare to witness stunning acts of grand illusion, levitation, mind-reading, and 

disappearance this summer.  

 

Shaftesbury Theatre, London, 6th July - 1st September 2019.  

 

See www.theillusionistslive.com/tour/london to book. 

 

 

FINALLY, AS USUAL, SOME NEW MAGIC TO CHECK OUT 

 

Cards/Packet Tricks                       TURN by Peter Pellikaan 

"Turn" is just one of those tricks you have to see. So stop what you're doing 

and watch the quick trailer--it's less than a minute long. 

 

In short, this trick with four cards is an adventure. Cards change from blue to 

red to green to multicoloured, and the faces change from blank to Queens to 

Jokers. But it's the smooth as silk handling that sets this packet trick apart. Dare 

we say, it might be the most efficient, amazing packet trick I've ever seen. You 

don‟t have to adjust your grip, or change your counts, or do anything weird at 

all. 

 

 

 

https://davidblaine.com/
https://www.theillusionistslive.com/tour/london


The handling looks identical at each phase and one phase flows seamlessly into the next. With the 

help of the over-the-shoulder video instruction, within a few minutes, you‟ll be able to do TURN 

with ease. 

 

TURN includes the full set of specially gimmicked cards, plus detailed video instructions. 

 

You can see Turn at Vanishing Magic Inc where there‟s a full performance video. The price is £18 

and if you like packet tricks this one is certainly worth looking at! 

 

https://www.vanishingincmagic.com/magic/close-up-magic/turn-pellikaan/ 

  

 

Mentalism – Phone Magic                 PREDICT N’ GRAB by Arthur Santos  

Predict n' grab is the most technologically advanced app to 

force any picture or video on your Instagram profile. The 

innovative hands-free forcing method is 100% reliable, and it 

was developed with the professional magician in mind.  
 

When you perform Predict n' grab, there are no sneaky moves 

and no hiding stuff - everything is under your full control. 

Triggering the force is as clear as it can be and it's all pretty much self-working from that point 

on... so you can focus on your performance.  
 

Three routines are included, one using both the magician's and the spectator's phone.  
 

Photo match routine:  
Ask someone in the audience to search for your account on Instagram. Take their phone and 

briefly show off your media. Say that you're going to make a prediction of a picture and don't let 

anyone see it. Lock the screen and get the audience member to hold the phone in full view 

throughout your performance.  
 

Open Instagram on your phone and ask another spectator to hold it and to do a blind scroll through 

your media (magician is now hands free and they can stop anywhere they desire). Turn over both 

phones and, magically, their selection is revealed to match your prediction!  
 

Looking for a kicker ending? PhotoGrab is a bonus feature that allows you to cleanly pull out your 

prediction (printed on paper) from your device. Hand out an amazing souvenir that your spectators 

won't forget.  
 

Predict n' grab is fully customizable: upload your force picture directly from your device's camera 

roll (later injected on your profile) or choose it to be one of your own existing Instagram media.  
 

Predict n' grab works both on iPhone and Android devices. No actual app downloads are 

needed. It comes with video instructions, one very special access code plus one courtesy 

PhotoGrab pack.  
 

Predict N‟ Grab can be seen at Vanishing Inc and costs £32 

 

https://www.vanishingincmagic.com/magic/close-up-magic/predict-n-grab/ 

  
 

  

 

https://www.vanishingincmagic.com/magic/close-up-magic/turn-pellikaan/
https://www.vanishingincmagic.com/magic/close-up-magic/predict-n-grab/


Mentalism                                                      BIAS PAD by Scott Alexander    

This is the brilliant Scott Alexander‟s work on the classic Add-A-

Number pad.  

 

There‟s been a problem with Add-A-Number pads in the past. The look 

a bit, well, weird. Who would have a leather holder for just a couple of 

pieces of paper? What is it meant to be?  

 

Aesthetics aside, the other problems sometimes encountered involve the 

spectator accidentally opening the wrong part. And don‟t get me started 

on refilling the thing.  

 

Scott Alexander has solved all that with his brilliant Bias Pad. It uses sticky “post-it” style notes. 

Refills are super easy. You just stick on a new note. It‟s small and will fit in any pocket, and you 

can be sure that your spectator will not accidentally open the wrong section.  

 

What you get: 
Bias Pad, Sticky notes, Video instructions, Full performances, Incredible routines including 

contributions from Colin Cloud and Nate Krenzo. 

 

You‟ll want to carry this in your pocket all the time.  

 

Bias Pad is a little expensive at around £92, but it‟s the best pad of its type I‟ve ever seen. You can 

view the trailer etc here at Alakazam: 

https://www.alakazam.co.uk/bias-pad-by-scott-alexander-.html 

  

 

Cards                                                   ULTIMATE AMBITION IMPROVED by Daryl Easton 

The Ultimate Ambition Improved is just perfect for the finish 

to The Ambitious Card. After performing your favourite 

Ambitious Card routine, you offer to take things a step 

further by performing it once again under the most 

impossible test conditions! The deck is wrapped and tied with 

a piece of rope whilst several spectators sign the chosen card 

on both sides. The signed selection is fairly placed in the 

middle of the deck by the spectator!! Without ANY moves 

whatsoever, the selection magically rises to the top! The best part is, this very special gimmick 

does it all. That's right, the gimmick does 100% of the work...  
 

These special Ultimate Ambition Improved (UAI) gimmicks have been expertly made with the 

United States Playing Card Company, Bicycle Rider back cards.  
 

The pack comes complete with the UAI gimmick, rope and Daryl's detailed instructions including 

his personal, updated routine, insight and handling to this classic effect.  
 

As a bonus, you will also receive Gregory Wilson's personal walk-around routine using the 

ingenious UAI gimmick. Gregory covers all the details on how to build this effect to its maximum 

impact! Daryl used this amazing effect to win the gold medal for Card Magic at F.I.S.M. 

 

UAI costs around £36 and you can watch a performance video at Alakazam‟s website. 

https://www.alakazam.co.uk/ultimate-ambition-improved-blue-with-gimmicks-and-online-

instructions-by-daryl-.html 

 

 

 

https://www.alakazam.co.uk/bias-pad-by-scott-alexander-.html
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ANNUAL STAGE COMPETITION – RULES IN FULL 

 

The Southend Sorcerers Stage Competition is an open meeting where members may bring along 

guests. The competition is held annually. 

 

Both Junior and Senior competitions will run on the same evening. Entrants for the junior 

competition must be aged under 16 at the time of the competition. Seniors must be aged 16 or over at 

the time of the competition. 

 

Entry into the Competition is open to fully paid-up members of the society, but there can be no more 

than 9 competitors in total, in order to fit in to the evening‟s time schedule. Competitors must register 

with the competition secretary at least one week in advance and entrants will be received on a first 

come, first served basis. Late entries may be accepted at the Committee‟s discretion. 

 

Under normal circumstances, there must be a minimum of 2 entrants for each section for the 

competition to run. However in the event of only one entrant wishing to participate, they may do so 

but must attain a minimum score (determined by the committee) to be awarded the trophy.  

 

Junior members will compete for the Don Simpson Cup. Senior members will compete for the Bill 

Charlesworth Cup. The winners will receive and retain the cup for one year and will receive 

commemorative plaques to keep. 

 

Trophies will be presented at the annual Presentation Dinner, on 19
th

 October. 

 

Each competitor will perform their act once. Their act should run for between 8 and 12 minutes.   

 

A compere and timekeeper will be appointed by the committee. A Stage manager may also be 

appointed and help competitors with their props if required.   

 

The timekeeper will monitor the period allowed for each presentation precisely, and will signal a „2 

minutes to go‟ warning before the end of each allotted performance time.    

  

There will be three judges – 2 lay people and one magician.  

 

Judges will be identified to participants. Judges must not be selected as volunteers by any of the 

performers. Judges will not be seated together and will not all be seated in the front row.     

  

Score sheets will be made up with the competitors name and copies given to the judges, compere, 

timekeeper and stage manager. The magical judge will score on magical content, presentation and 

entertainment. The lay judges will score on entertainment value only. Clarification of these categories 

will be indicated on the score sheet. 

 

Each judge can award a maximum of twenty points in each category for each competitor. Thus, a 

maximum of 100 points may be awarded for each competitor. The magical judge‟s score sheet will 

include an optional box to record any feedback for the competitors. 

  

The timekeeper will deduct points for competitors running over the allotted time. For each minute 

over time, or part thereof, 5 points will be deducted from the competitor‟s total score. 

 

Each competitor‟s score will be independently verified and the Committee‟s decision as to the winner 

is final.  In the event of a tie, joint winners will be announced and each winner will retain the trophy 

for a six month period. 


