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2020 MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

5
th

 Jan Lecture – John Carey    5
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 Jul  TBC 
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 Dec  Xmas Fun Night 

 

  

    

2020 CLUB SHOWS 

There are no club shows scheduled at the moment other than the Dixon Studio week – there are a 

couple in the pipeline but we don’t have confirmed dates just yet. Watch this space! 

 

w/c 10
th

 Aug  Dixon Studio Shows 
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LAST MEETING – 6
th

 OCTOBER – PAUL VOODINI LECTURE 

Paul Voodini (real name Paul Bell) is a full-time mentalist from 

Sheffield. He grew up as a very firm believer in all things ‘esoteric’ 

and mystical, and it was only when he discovered the ‘trickery’ 

employed by magicians, mind-readers, and fraudulent mediums that 

he decided to take all of the knowledge that he had learned and use 

it for the purposes of entertaining and enthralling audiences.  

Because of his unusual background, Paul has a novel and unusual 

approach to mentalism and mind-magic. His work is almost entirely 

gimmick free and relies more on ‘sleights of the mind’ than sleight 

of hand.  

 

Paul’s lecture was very unusual compared to other standard magic lectures. He started by telling 

us about his background and how he became interested in all things spiritual, but later discovered 

how fake mediums were able to use clever psychological trickery to convince their audiences of 

paranormal activities. Using his knowledge, gained by a genuine interest in the paranormal, he 

decided to change to a magical performance approach and study things like cold reading and palm 

reading. He demonstrated a basic palm reading session and explained that at gigs, whereas with 

just magic he could finish on time and leave satisfied with his performance, by including palm 

reading in his act he would often have a queue of people wanting to be read. He felt that by 

including this type of performance he was offering something that most others didn’t.  

 

In the second half of the lecture, Paul used a pseudo hypnosis induction and a pendulum 

experiment to determine, by audience vote, who was the most psychic person in the room – it 

turned out to be Adrian (thanks guys!). Adrian was placed into a ‘trance like state’ and managed to 

visualise a person who had been the previous owner of a book on clairvoyance he was holding.  

 

The lecture was certainly different and a very interesting departure from what we’ve come to 

expect from the usual magic lectures we see. 

 

If you’d like to find out more about Paul, his website is here: http://www.readerofminds.co.uk/ 

 

Paul has also published a number of books and notes on palm reading – if you want to learn more, 

there’s a two hour instructional video available to download, ‘Palm Reading for Magicians’, 

which you can find here: https://www.penguinmagic.com/p/8993 

      

 

NEXT MEETING – 3
rd

 NOVEMBER – ANNUAL PROPS & BOOKS AUCTION  

Our November meeting is the club’s annual auction of props 

and books etc. If you have any magical apparatus or DVDs etc 

that you no longer need or that just don’t fit your performing 

style, this is your opportunity to pass them on to someone else 

that might be able to make better use of them. At the same 

time, for people looking for a bargain, this is the night when 

you might just find one. So do come along with plenty of 

pocket money – you never know what’s going to crop up in the auction and sometimes rare or 

expensive props go for silly money! 

If you have items to sell, the rules are simple: 

1) Please make a list of the (up to 10 – see below) items you have for sale with your name 

clearly marked at the top of the list. If you’d like to place a lowest reserve price on anything 

please mark it against the item(s) concerned clearly so that our auctioneers can see it easily.  

http://www.readerofminds.co.uk/
https://www.penguinmagic.com/p/8993


In previous years we haven’t been able to include all of the items in the sale during the time 

available, so last year we tried a ‘maximum of ten items per seller’ rule, to see if this was 

fairer for everyone. This seemed to work well, so we’ll carry on with that approach this year.  

2) Please email your list to Adrian and Tracy in advance of the meeting so that we can be 

prepared for the onslaught! It’s always a busy night so anything we can do to get ahead of 

the game is really appreciated. As mentioned earlier, there are only so many items we can 

get through on the night, so if you haven’t emailed your list in advance we may not be able 

to include your items in the sale. 

3) When you get to the meeting, please hand your list to Adrian and Tracy who will be co-

ordinating things for us, and place the items on one of the tables set up for the purpose. 

Adrian will guide you to the correct spot. If you are selling, please try to arrive early so that 

there’s not a mad rush to get everything ready in time for the sale to start at 8.00.  

4) Our auctioneers will do their best to get a good price for your items, but may ask you to 

provide a little more information during the sale if necessary.  

5) At the end of the evening, Tracy will collect all the money from the buyers and distribute it 

to the sellers. The club will not be taking any commission for sales. 

And if you’re buying, just come along to spot the bargains. Items will be handed to you as soon 

as you’ve won them, but please remember that your name will be noted and you must pay for 

anything you’ve bought at the end of the evening before you leave. Please note that only 

members of the club and committee approved guests will be allowed to bid for items this 

year. 

And that's about it! The auction is always great fun and there are always bargains to be had, so 

come along ready to sell or bid! 

 

 

NEXT MENTORING SESSION – NOVEMBER – CUPS AND BALLS BASICS  

Our next mentoring session at the November meeting will be all 

about a true classic of magic – the cups and balls. Adrian will 

go through some of the basic handlings for the Dai Vernon cups 

and balls routine, starting with a single chop cup and moving 

onto the standard 3 cup setup.   

 

If this is something you’ve always wanted to perform, this short 30 

minute introduction will hopefully get you started. As always, the 

session will start at 7.00 so we hope to see you there. 

 

 

CLUB SHOWS 

If you’d like to perform at any of our future shows, either with 

close-up magic or as a stage act, then please contact Richard 

Graham on 01268 783202. Rick will also provide details of 

venue addresses, times and directions as required. 

 

As you’ll have noticed, we currently have no more club shows 

in the diary, a rarity for us. There are a couple of enquiries 

being pursued and we’ll let you have details as soon as we have 

firm dates for them. But in the meantime, if you know of any organisations that would enjoy a 

night of magic and an opportunity to raise funds, please put them in touch with Richard Graham. 

We charge just £200 to put on a whole evening of both close up and stage magic for charities. 

 

 

 



ANNUAL DINNER 2019 

Our 2019 annual dinner and awards evening was held on  

19
th

 October at the Thorpe Hall Golf Club and turned out 

to be one of the best yet! It was a fabulous evening with 

great food, an enormous raffle with some excellent 

prizes, and superb entertainment from our cabaret guest 

Danny Lee Grew.  

 

There were around 50 members and guests in attendance in the end, which is a bit of a shame as we 

could have easily hosted more. Suffice to say that if you couldn’t make it this year, do try to join us 

in 2020 – it’s a really brilliant evening which is enjoyed by everyone who attends.  

 

Danny’s cabaret was excellent – probably one of the best 

entertainers we’ve ever had at the dinner. Arriving on stage on a 

Segway, he presented a lovely set of magic, engaging really well 

with the audience – multiplying bottles, torn and restored 

newspaper (including the addition of a drink being poured into the 

newspaper before it was torn up), and a fabulous linking coat 

hanger routine were all included. Rope routines, cards across, and 

an enormous disappearing vase of flowers were all part of the act 

too. At just 26, Danny has a really bright future in magic and is already up there amongst the best in 

the game.       

 

We also presented the trophies at the dinner, but it was sad that only two of our six winners were 

with us to collect them. Congratulations go to all our 2019 winners: 

 

Senior Stage Competition: Trevor Cline    Junior Stage Competition: Finlay Southgate 

Senior Close-Up Competition: Chris Campos     Junior Close-Up Competition: Alfie Hawes 

Clubman of the Year: Don Simpson     Best Non-Magical Supporter: Chris Campos 

Most Promising Newcomer: Not Awarded 

 

It was lovely to see some of our members visiting tables to perform close up magic, and huge 

thanks also go to members of our Dream Team for running the raffle so brilliantly.  

 

Other enormous votes of thanks must go to Tracy – she organised the whole thing and even 

though she couldn’t be with us due to attending a conference in Italy, she had organised 

everything perfectly, from table plans and place cards through to buying the raffle prizes. It was 

a brilliant evening Tracy, so well done and thanks from all of us.  

 

Audrey provided the lovely table decorations and donated a super raffle prize; and Rick provided 

and organised all the staging and sound equipment, without which we couldn’t have enjoyed 

such a wonderful evening. Thanks to everyone who contributed – it was genuinely a brilliant 

night out.   

 

For next year, if you couldn’t attend this year, please do try and join us if you can – I really can’t 

recommend it highly enough.        

 

NEW WEBSITE – ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITY 

Ryan has been spending a lot of time recently updating our club website - it’ll soon be ready to 

launch and looking a lot more up to date than previously. We’ll let you have the full details once 

it’s up and running, but for now, if any member who accepts private bookings would like to 

include their details on the site (such as a link to their own website for example), could you drop 

Ryan an email please and let him know? ryangyoung@hotmail.co.uk 
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MEMBERS’ NEWS 

Oliver Tabor – Christmas Magic at the Barn 

Magic at the Barn is back for Christmas this 

year, with Oliver Tabor hosting the usual 

festive fun at his wonderful Red Brick Barn 

venue. 

 

The family festive event features some of the 

best magicians in the UK offering close-up magic presented at tables followed by a cabaret show 

featuring magic, mystery and comedy plus free drink on entry! The night boasts a combination of 

sleight-of-hand close-up magic, mind reading and mystery, comedy and stage illusion held within 

the warm, intimate and enchanting atmosphere of a 17th century barn theatre.  

 

The ticket price includes a free glass of mulled wine for adults and soft drink for children plus a 

mince pie. Drinks are served on admission and other refreshments are available to purchase 

including wine and beer. 

 

The show runs on Saturday 28
th

 December at 7.00, and tickets are £15 for adults, £10 for children, 

with a family ticket available for £45. You can buy your tickets online here: 

https://allevents.in/mobile/amp-event.php?event_id=1000075132817279 

 

 

Tracy Wise – Tales from the Shadows 

Tracy presents an evening of spine chilling stories of ghosts and murder, 

history and mystery laced with magic.  

 

Set in the atmospheric Dr Legba's Emporium of Cocktails and 

Curiosities at the Royal Hotel Southend, this immersive storytelling 

event is not for those of a nervous disposition. The shows run at regular 

intervals and there are special events planned for Halloween on the 

following dates: 

 

Wednesday 30
th

 October; and two shows on Thursday 31
st
 October 

 

Tickets are £17.50 including a welcome cocktail on arrival.   

 

To book and for other dates call the Royal Hotel: 01702 899 222    

 

 

Adrian Fox – Marchinski’s Magic Bar and Lounge 

Adrian presents a monthly evening of close up 

magic followed by a one hour parlour magic 

show at the Royal Hotel Southend, all set in the 

atmospheric basement bar and lounge. You’ll 

see some amazing magic and experience a lot of 

fun and laughter too in this historic venue, where Albert Marchinski, AKA The Great Rameses, 

one of the world’s most famous magicians in the early 1900s, undoubtedly came to drink. 

 

Tickets are £10 in advance or £12.50 on the door. The next show is planned for Thursday 14
th

 

November. 

 

To book and for other dates call the Royal Hotel: 01702 899 222    
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FINALLY, AS USUAL, SOME NEW MAGIC TO CHECK OUT 

 

Mentalism/Cards                         WHAT THE TAROT HOLDS by Phil Tilston 

As Halloween is almost upon us, we couldn’t let it go by without including 

something appropriate to the time of year! 

 

Phil Tilston has taken a classic plot and given it a spooky twist perfect for 

Halloween or any other time of year. What the Tarot Holds will amaze and 

engage your audience. The trick comes complete with beautiful, aged 

looking Tarot cards and online video instructions. It uses no sleight of hand 

and is completely self working, so it’s perfect for the beginner as well as 

the seasoned professional.  

 

Two identical sets of 5 Tarot cards are used to spell the words ‘what the tarot holds’ and at the end 

of the process the spectator, who has freely made all the decisions about how the words should be 

spelled out, ends up with 5 matching pairs of cards, indicating that good luck is coming their way! 

 

You can see the video and buy the effect at Alakazam where the price is £13.99 

https://www.alakazam.co.uk/product-what-the-tarot-holds-card-set.html 

   

 

Mentalism                            ABSENCE by Sean Fields 
Sean Fields proudly presents absence, his take on the 

classic Annemann effect, The Phantom Artist. 

 

A spectator thinks of a celebrity, and you have them 

examine a matchbook. You take the matchbook back, and 

have them sign it. You then light a match, and light the 

cover of the matchbook on fire; the spectator watches as 

the cover burns and smoulders away. Just before the cover 

is completely destroyed, you blow out the flame, and let the embers die down… The spectators 

watch in quizzical fascination as you remove your phone, and turn on the flashlight, and are 

absolutely awe-struck when you shine the light at the matchbook cover, and the burn impossibly 

creates a perfect silhouette of the celebrity they thought of! 

 

The spectator is allowed to keep this impossible piece of art as a souvenir! This is absence. 

 

Inside you get your Absence matchbooks, various sundries to perform the effect, and a link to the 

tutorial materials, as well as links to the MK Ultra force, Sean’s modern approach to the now 

classic ‘Mish Mash’ force! 

 

Absence is available from your favourite dealer at a price of around £60 

https://www.alakazam.co.uk/absence-with-gimmicks-and-online-instructions-by-sean-fields.html 

 

 

Comedy/Cards                                   ARACHN-ATTACK by Mark Traversoni    

Here’s another Halloween prank for you..... 

Pretend you’re doing just another card trick.... ask your spectator to cut the 

deck and cover your ears to drown out the screams as a spider jumps out 

right at them on top of the portion they are holding!  

 

This is Mark’s brand new, hilarious-yet-cruel take on the classic ‘spider 

prank’ that is guaranteed to get a reaction - and a truly sinister way to start or 

end your favourite card trick or use as it's own stand alone effect. 
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Nobody will suspect a thing until it’s too late! 

  

Arachnattack includes a hand crafted gimmicked deck and online instructions. It’s ready to go - 

ready to Scare - no DIY needed whatsoever. Self working - no practice required. Instant reset, 

reactions guaranteed.  
 

Supplied in red backed Bicycle cards but it's easy to customise to any poker sized deck. 

 

Arrachnattack is available from Saturn Magic priced at £24.99 

https://www.saturnmagic.co.uk/saturn-magic-shop/arachnattack-by-mark-traversoni.html 

 

 

Cards/Betchas                                                                       RAINBOW MONTE by Juan Pablo 

This is a three-phase monte routine with a kicker ending. 

The magician starts with three blank cards and one Ace. The 

cards also have different colours on the backs so they are 

easier to follow. Even being this fair, no one can guess 

where the Ace is! 

 

At the end, the magician reveals that there were actually 

three aces and only one blank card! 

 

You can give everything to the audience to examine at the end. With this routine, Juan Pablo has 

fooled some of the top names in magic! 

 

There’s a new design for the cards – what was originally a stage routine now uses cards that fit in 

your pocket! Only 4 cards used. No gimmicks. Very visual.  

 

If you like ‘find the lady’ or monte routines, this is a corker. See it at Saturn Magic where the 

price is £32.56 

https://www.saturnmagic.co.uk/saturn-magic-shop/rainbow-monte--close-up--by-juan-pablo--

trick.html 
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