
 
 

 

2019 MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

2
nd

 Jun  Lecture – Jamie Daws    1
st
 Sep  Close Up Competition 

7
th

 Jul  Lecture – Oliver Tabor  6
th

 Oct  Lecture – Paul Voodini 

4
th

 Aug  Club Night    3
rd

 Nov Props Auction 

21
st
 Aug  EXTRA – Joshua Jay Lecture 1

st
 Dec  Xmas Fun Night 

  

  

    

2019 CLUB SHOWS 

8
th

 Jun   Stambridge Primary School, Ashingdon Community Hall 

22
nd

 Jun   St Nicholas’ Church, Canvey Island 

W/C 26
th

 Aug  As If By Magic 2019, Dixon Studio 

 

 

 

 

CONTACTS 

President - Adrian Fox     Vice President – Oliver Ward  

01702 297983 / 07711 982890    07538 178182 

adrian@adrianfoxmagic.co.uk    oliverwardmagic@icloud.com 

 

 

Treasurer – Tracy Wise     Secretary, Membership & Librarian – Ryan Young  

01702 597002       07854 634592 

tracywise@hotmail.co.uk      ryangyoung@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

Club Shows Secretary – Richard Graham 

07951 441333  

richard@richardgraham-magic.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE: SUBSCRIPTIONS NOW OVERDUE! 

Please get your renewal Subscription for 2019/20 to Tracy as early as possible.  

BACS details included in this newsletter. 
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LAST MEETING – 5
th

 MAY – ANNUAL STAGE COMPETITION 

Our May meeting was the annual stage magic competition and it was 

great to see some of our members take part in what became a closely 

fought contest.  

 

Well done to everyone who took part and especially to Finlay Southgate 

who appeared on stage for the first time as the only junior entry. Keith 

Norman, Robbie Wood, Thomas Edwin, Trevor Cline, Tracy Wise and 

Finlay entertained our audience royally with a variety of magic covering 

everything from mentalism and mind reading (which seemed to be a 

popular theme); through to storytelling magic using music and lights for 

added effect; through to smash and stab and a torn and restored 

banknote effect.  

 

In the end there could only be two winners of course, and as Finlay was the only junior entry, a 

minimum score was pre-set at 70 points out of 100, meaning that he had to score at least 70 to win 

the trophy. Happily his score was 75 across all the judges’ totals, so well done to Finlay who was 

presented with the junior trophy for 2019.  

 

For the seniors, after scores were checked and validated, and with no time penalties this year, the 

winner was Trevor Cline who had unusually presented an act of mentalism.  

 

Well done and thanks go to both our winners; and commiserations go to those who didn’t quite 

make it to the trophies this year. Thanks also to our judges who had the difficult task of scoring all 

the acts.  

 

Chris Campos filmed the entire competition (thanks Chris!) so if anyone would like to watch it 

again, you can find it online here: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_P8tWf1f-bw&feature=youtu.be 

 

    
 

 

 

NEXT MEETING – 2
nd 

JUNE – JAMIE DAWS LECTURE 

Our May meeting is the long awaited lecture from Jamie Daws. If you’re not familiar with Jamie’s 

work you’re in for a real treat. He’s well known for creating some wonderful magic, lots of which 

have a slightly bizarre twist to them. The Deceased, for example, is an incredible story based 

mystery which packs a punch, and if you’re into spooky magic you should definitely have a look at 

it if you haven’t already done so.  

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_P8tWf1f-bw&feature=youtu.be


As for the lecture, well in terms of what we can expect, here’s the 

description of the Penguin lecture that Jamie recorded not that long 

ago: 

 

‘Jamie Daws doesn't just give his audience effects, but instead gives 

them spine-tingling experiences. Known for effects like Deviate, The 

Deceased, and Scream, Jamie blurs the worlds of magic and the 

supernatural seamlessly together while building mystery, tension, and 

suspense with every line of patter.  

 

As well as creating his noteworthy paranormal effects, you may have seen Jamie performing on 

Penn and Teller: Fool Us.  

 

Effects that could be included in his lecture are things like: 

 

Scared: Jamie's awesome and impromptu Haunted Deck effect! An eerie experience you won't 

want to miss! 

Colouring: An incredible colour changing routine where the back of a selection changes colour 

several times before the deck suddenly becomes completely blank, front and back, except for the 

selection. Even better, the deck can then be handed out with nothing taken away or swapped! 

Solomon's Secret: An effect with two selections that end up in the wrong places but magically 

correct themselves.  

Deviate: Jamie's devious new method for having a card change, isolated in the box! It looks visual 

and completely impossible! 

Spinning Wheel Change: An incredibly visual card change that looks like pure magic! 

Simple Control + Simple Mix: Some brilliant controls that are both practical and sneaky! Then 

he'll show you how to apply these moves into a fantastic Triumph and ACAAN (Any Card At Any 

Number)! 

Ping: An elastic band penetrates a water bottle with no cover! 

Hole Business: An awesome effect utilizing a cartoon black hole and your business cards that's so 

visual it looks gimmicked, but in fact only uses a pen and a stack of your business cards! 

 

The lecture will start at 8.00 and it’ll be a great night, so arrive early to grab the best seats. As 

always, visiting magicians are welcome to attend the lecture and the ticket price for non-members 

is £10. 

 

 

NEXT MENTORING SESSION – JUNE MEETING - INVISIBLE THREAD  

You’ll be pleased to know that our next mentoring subject, for 

the June meeting, will deal with the use of invisible thread for 

various routines. Ollie Ward will be leading this get together 

wih a look at invisible thread reels (ITRs), loops and some of 

the techniques you need to make them 

work for you. He’ll also present some 

magic for you to try yourself. If you’ve always wanted to make things float 

or to incorporate some animation into your magic, this is the session for you. 

As always, the get together will start at 7.00 sharp so please don’t be late. 

 

In the meantime, if you have any thoughts about subjects you’d like covered 

in future mentoring sessions, please let Adrian know and we’ll make sure 

that your topic is included in the programme.  

 

 

 

 

 



CLUB SHOWS 

If you’d like to perform at any of our future shows, either with 

close-up magic or as a stage act, then please contact Richard 

Graham on 01268 783202. Rick will also provide details of 

venue addresses, times and directions as required. 

 

Our shows are not just one of the ways in which we keep the club 

running successfully from a financial perspective; they also offer 

our members a unique opportunity to perform for non-magical 

audiences, and to practice their routines while improving their skills.  

 

We’ve recently noticed a drop in the number of members prepared to help with the shows, but 

they’re a vital part of the club’s success and financial health, so if you’ve never been involved in 

one of our shows before, please think about offering some help – there’s nothing to lose and 

everything to gain from practicing with ‘real’ people.  

 

FUTURE SHOWS 

Our next shows are coming up in June so please do make a note of the dates and see if you can be 

available to help out with some or all of the shows we have in the diary. Dates so far are as 

follows: 

 

8
th

 June   Stambridge Primary School, show at Ashingdon Community Hall 

22
nd

 June   St Nicholas’ Church, Canvey Island 

W/C 26
th

 August  As If By Magic 2019, Dixon Studio 

 

The next show in June is a full performance so we’ll need both close uppers and stage acts – 

please let Rick know if you can help out as we’d like to complete our planned line up as early as 

possible to save last minute worries. Rick will send out details for the next show and we hope to 

see you there for another fun filled evening of magic.  

 

 

DIXON STUDIO SHOWS 2019 

Exciting times ahead! The Dixon shows are almost upon us for 

2019 and I’m sure it’ll be an incredible week with loads of fun 

and some really memorable days ahead of us.  

 

Leaflets and posters are now printed and will be available at the 

June meeting so please have a think about how you can help to 

promote the shows by placing posters etc in your local shops and 

coffee places. Most have a community board, so if you could add 

one of our leaflets to any boards you know of, it would help 

enormously. We do need to all pull together to ensure that the 

shows are a success and anything you can do to help would be 

much appreciated. 

 

We now need to think about whether or not to set up a shopping 

centre appearance at the Royals again, as in previous years. The 

idea is to help with ticket sales of course, but I’d appreciate any views you have about it – or any 

other ideas for that matter. I do want to try and make sure we have full theatres for every show, 

but it doesn’t happen without a lot of effort, so do help in any way you can please. 

 

We still have space for stage acts and close up performers. We also need people to help backstage. 

If you can offer any help, in any way, please do let me know ASAP.  

 

 



Tickets for the shows are now on sale at the Cliffs Pavilion box office, priced at £11 and £9 

including booking fees.  

 

Please do encourage your family and friends to come along and see one of the shows. You can buy 

them online here: 

https://southendtheatres.org.uk/online/tickets-as-if-by-magic-southend-2019 

      

 

PAYING SUBSCRIPTIONS – OVERDUE – PLEASE REJOIN ASAP 

Please note that membership subscriptions for 2019/20 

are now overdue. While most of our members have 

renewed, a lot still haven’t, so please do make a point of 

paying your subs at the earliest opportunity.  

 

As you know, all our club lectures and meetings are free 

to attend for paid up members. If you consider that we 

charge non-members £10 for lecture tickets alone, the cost of membership is actually very 

reasonable and certainly a lot cheaper than paying for attendance at individual meetings.  

 

So if you just haven’t got round to renewing yet we’d really appreciate you taking a few seconds 

to get your subscription in. You can pay by BACS – via an electronic online money transfer - 

directly into the club’s bank account from your own. If you want to pay via this method, the 

club’s bank details are as follows: 

 

Sort Code: 30-65-22    Account no: 79204460  

 

Please make sure that you include a reference consisting of your name and ‘Subs19’ when you 

make the payment. That way we’ll know that you’ve paid.  

 

Subscriptions for 2019/20 are £20 for individual membership and £25 for junior (ie family) 

membership. You can also make payments for the annual dinner this way, using a reference 

made up of your name and ‘Dinner19’. 

 

Of course, cash and cheques are still very welcome payment methods too. 

 

 

ANNUAL DINNER 2019 

As reported last month, our 2019 annual dinner and 

awards evening is confirmed for 19
th

 October at the 

Thorpe Hall Golf Club as per last year. Do please note 

the date in your diary and try to join us on the night if 

you can.  

 

Last year’s evening was really superb and well supported, so if you enjoyed it, do come and spend 

an evening with friends and family at this year’s special evening. It was such a superb meal last 

year and this year looks like being just as fabulous. Menu details are below so you can see the sort 

of food that will be available – it’s a truly sumptuous meal. 

 

The ticket price has been kept to £30 per head as per last year and with such a fabulous meal, a 

cabaret and raffle etc, we hope you’ll agree that it represents amazing value for money. Of 

course it’s also a lovely opportunity for all of us to simply get together for a social night out with 

family and friends; and it’s the evening where all our competition and other award winners are 

formally recognised and congratulated. Some awards aren’t actually announced until the evening 

itself, so you never know, you might be one of the winners! 

 

https://southendtheatres.org.uk/online/tickets-as-if-by-magic-southend-2019


So do join us if you can. Let Tracy know how many seats you’d like and let her have a £10 per 

head deposit as soon as you can please. 

 

DINNER MENU 

Cream of pumpkin soup, pesto oil & rustic croutons 

Cornets of smoked salmon & prawns with marie rose sauce, pickled cucumber & brown bread 

Melon & Serrano ham salad, mixed leaves & balsamic glaze 

*** 

Black pepper & herb crusted beef with Yorkshire puddings & red wine jus, roast 

potatoes 

Lemon & thyme marinated chicken supreme with a port & leek sauce, roast potatoes 

Grilled seabass fillet with a white wine & chive cream sauce, new potatoes 

Spinach, sun dried tomato & boursin roulade, Provencal sauce, roast potatoes  

Main courses accompanied by seasonal vegetable selection 

*** 

Baileys & dark chocolate torte with crushed amaretti  

Caramelised bread & butter pudding with custard 

Selection of continental cheese & biscuits with grapes & celery 

*** 

Filter coffee & mint chocolates  

 

 

OTHER MAGIC SHOWS ETC 

 

Mystery on Sea – Tracy Wise and Adrian Fox 

Tracy and Adrian are collaborating on a new venture 

which takes guests on a walking tour of the Clifftown and 

Royal Terrace areas of Southend. The walk, which lasts for 

around 80 minutes, is packed full of interesting local 

history, stories of ghosts and other mysteries, and of 

course, all woven together with some magic.  

 

Having conducted a trial a few weeks back, the first 

official tour is on 2
nd

 June at 6.00. Tickets are limited to 20 

places and this first outing is now sold out. Other dates are available though, and further tours will 

be taking place on 29
th

 June, 7
th

 July and 19
th

 July. Tickets are just £5 each plus a booking fee and 

are available from Eventbrite, here: 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/mystery-on-sea-tickets-61921418630 

 

You can also follow Mystery on Sea on Facebook at: 

https://www.facebook.com/Mystery-On-Sea-316547372317304/ 

  

The tour is fully accessible and suitable for ages 10 and up. Hope to see you there sometime soon! 

 

 

The Illusionists – Direct from Broadway 

The world’s biggest selling magic spectacular, 'The 

Illusionists – Direct From Broadway', returns to 

London in July with a brand new show starring James 

More (The Showman), Jonathan Goodwin (The 

Daredevil and Escape Artist), Adam Trent (The 

Futurist), Yu Ho-Jin (The Manipulator), Chris Cox 

(The Mentalist), Paul Dabek (The Trickster) and Enzo 

(The Unforgettable). 

 

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/mystery-on-sea-tickets-61921418630
https://www.facebook.com/Mystery-On-Sea-316547372317304/


The Illusionists is a mind-blowing spectacular showcasing the jaw dropping talents of seven of 

the most incredible illusionists on earth. Collectively these performers have been seen by 

millions across the world and this production showcases their talents on stage together for the 

very first time.  

 

The Illusionists has shattered box office records and dazzled audiences of all ages around the 

world with a powerful mix of the most outrageous and astonishing acts ever to be seen on stage.  

This non-stop show is packed with thrilling and sophisticated magic of unprecedented 

proportions. Prepare to witness stunning acts of grand illusion, levitation, mind-reading, and 

disappearance this summer.  

 

Shaftesbury Theatre, London, 6th July - 1st September 2019.  

 

See www.theillusionistslive.com/tour/london to book. 

 

A LITTLE LOCAL HISTORY – THE GREAT RAMESES 

One of the most fascinating things to have come out of my research for the Mystery on Sea walks 

has been the discovery of the details about a local magic legend who, at around the turn of the 

century, was one of the most famous and talented stage illusionists in the world. I thought that 

some members might find his story interesting so have included it in the newsletter. 

 

Albert Marchinski, who performed an Egyptian themed act under 

the name ‘The Great Rameses’, was a touring magician who 

made a very profitable living from his art – he was a real 

celebrity in his time.  

 

He is said to have got his first inspiration in magic while watching 

a magician perform at the Royal Aquarium theatre in London in 

about 1890 and to have started out at that time as a performer in 

the small halls of London. By 1910 Marchinsky was recognised as a leading stage illusionist. 

 

His act was on a large scale. An article written after his death
 
described it as follows: "When the 

curtain rose, the audience saw an Egyptian temple with flaming censers and turbaned assistants. 

Rameses presented an illusion called 'The Fire Goddess' which was the peak of his performance. It 

was a cremation illusion with additions that greatly enhanced the trick. A girl was apparently 

cremated in a standing position. Rameses took the ashes with him into a cabinet and almost 

instantaneously reappeared at the back of the auditorium. His place in the cabinet was taken by the 

'cremated' girl completely restored."  

 

A programme listed three tricks: (1) A flower growth was made while flower pots were covered 

with pyramids. The fresh flowers thus grown were distributed to members of the audience. (2) 

'Beauty', the cremation illusion. (3) 'The Goose' involved hypnotising a live bird with the assistance 

of two ladies and two gentlemen from the audience. 

 

He was a popular performer and toured widely. He performed in Dublin in the spring of 1909 with 

his "Egyptian Temple Mysteries" and at the London Coliseum in 1910. There he was seen by the 

American theatrical agents Martin and Beck, who signed him for a tour of the Orpheum theatre 

circuit that year. He opened at the Orpheum Theatre in Denver, Colorado, on 31 July 1910. He 

terminated the US tour in February 1911 though, apparently on the grounds of his father's death. 

 

Back in England, he performed at the London Palladium, The Hippodrome, the Stockport Empire, 

the Salford Regent and the Shepherd's Bush Theatre. In 1912 he went to South Africa for twenty 

weeks and returned before the end of the year to appear again at the London Coliseum.  

 

https://www.theillusionistslive.com/tour/london
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Aquarium
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cremation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pyramids
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dublin
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Denver
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colorado
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_Palladium


In June 1913, he commenced another tour of the United States, and then made a continental tour, 

returning to London in early 1914, where he had many London bookings. He appeared before the 

King and Queen in 1917. 

 

Also in 1917 Marchinsky invested the money he had made on his tours in the Empire Theatre, 

Southend. He paid to have new seats and carpets put in, along with new stage curtains and other 

general refurbishments, but he was not successful in his theatre venture and by the end of that year 

was broke and back in the music halls again. 

 

In 1920 he made a headline tour of all the Stoll theatres in London and in 

1923 he was asked to join one of Maskelyne's productions. 

 

He ended up in the mid 1920s working at The Kursaal in Southend as a 

sideshow magician alongside another successful local performer, Maurice 

Fogel, who began as Marchinsky's assistant, helping him out at a time 

when he was said to be "worse for wear". Towards the end of his life he 

performed acts of small magic, nothing like the large acts of his heyday. 

His wife Rosie, who had been his assistant in the stage shows, ended up 

reading palms at the end of Southend Pier. 

 

Marchinsky died of colon cancer following an operation in Southend's Victoria Hospital in July 

1930, at the age of just 54.  

 

I wonder what, if anything, people will remember about our magic in 100 years! 

   

 

FINALLY, AS USUAL, SOME NEW MAGIC TO CHECK OUT 

 

Cards                                FLATPACK by Jason Knowles 

Created by the genius behind "Double Take," Jason 

Knowles created Flat Pack to be a surrealistic visual opener 

and closer that gets you in and out of your set with flair.  

 

Imagine showing your spectators a neatly folded tuck case 

pulled from your wallet. With one move, the folded case 

expands from a crimped piece of cardboard to a fully 

functional box of playing cards. What's even more 

impossible to comprehend is that all 52 playing cards are kept flawlessly inside!  

 

Flat Pack turns the ordinary action of pulling out and putting away a deck of cards into an 

impossible moment. Clearly the box is folded into quarters. Clearly it couldn't possibly fit a full 

deck of cards. And yet clearly it somehow does exactly that!  

 

Finally, when you've wow'd them with enough overly ambitious or extraordinarily triumphant 

enough card magic, you simply take your cards, place them back in the tuck box, fold it back up 

into your wallet, and wait as your audience gasps and stares at your final miracle. It's impossible 

for them to understand how those cards fit in that folded case. It's even more impossible for them 

to forget that moment of magic that you've just created.  

 

What you receive in your box of Flat Pack: 

Fully made gimmick ready for you to use out of the box. 

Resets in seconds. 

Takes up little pocket space, packs flat plays big! 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Empire_Theatre
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An hour of expert instruction taught by Jason Knowles. 

A unique method to turn ordinary moments into something truly unforgettable. 

The ability to master and bend space! 

Start strong, end stronger. Play it big with Jason Knowles' Flat Pack!   

 

You can buy Flat Pack from your favourite dealer and it’ll cost you around £32 – there’s a video 

demo on the Alakazam site here: 

https://www.alakazam.co.uk/flat-pack-with-gimmick-and-online-instructions-by-jason-knowles-

.html 

 

 

Rubber Band Magic                            TRU EXTREME by Menny Lindenfeld 

Menny Lindenfeld's first and original Tru was hailed by the 

international magic community as the most visually-

stunning rubber-band penetration effect created! It still remains 

a huge bestseller.  
 

Tru Extreme elevates rubber-band penetration effects to new 

visual extremes that defy belief!  
 

In this 3-volume release, you'll learn ton of new visually-insane effects, and numerous multi-phase 

routines. A rubber-band visibly penetrates the fingers – this can also be performed with a 

spectator's finger. The spectator himself can pull a rubber band through your finger. And you can 

cause a band to slowly pass through the flesh of your finger in super slow motion. This looks like 

a camera trick! 

 

Perform with a sharpie marker, borrowed eye glasses, beer bottle & many other objects - limited 

only by your personal creativity. The spectator can actually hold the objects. 

 

Most of the effects are 360° angle-proof and can be performed fully surrounded. No gimmicks 

involved, it’s 100% impromptu. 

 

There are three volumes to study which include so much information and effects. Suffice to say 

that if you’re into rubber band magic, then Tru is something you should definitely take a look at. 

The trailer is quite long, but you’ll see a number of the routines that are possible with this 

principle. 

 

You can see it here at Alakazam where the price is £32.  

 

https://www.alakazam.co.uk/tru-xtreme-by-menny-lindenfeld-.html 

 

  

Gimmicks                                                              PRO-SECCO by Proshow Magic    

Pro-Secco is simply a production holder for glasses and small bottles 

that can also be used in reverse to vanish a glass. 100% no fear of the 

glass popping out so you can relax and get on with your performance. 

 

Pro-Secco sold out at Blackpool very quickly and looks a lot easier to 

use than other production gimmicks on the market. 

 

You can see the full trailer for it at the Alakazam website and the 

price for it is £25. 

 

https://www.alakazam.co.uk/pro-secco.html 
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Cube Magic                                                                                              JUMP CUBE by Syouma 

A Rubik's cube puzzle that is thoroughly mixed is placed on the palm of 

the hand. Just tossing it over from the right hand to the left with the pom-

poms a couple of times, you'll get the whole picture - it is completely 

solved! The complete cube can then be handed over to the audience. Very 

easy and amazing! It is also recommended for beginners.  
 

This product requires you to create a gimmick yourself.  
 

A complete set of the materials required for making the gimmick (except 

cubes) are supplied, along with an instructional DVD.  
 

Note: Since a normal Rubik's cube is not included, please supply your own. 

 

Jump Cube costs around £25 and is available from a variety of dealers – but you can see the video 

for it here: https://www.alakazam.co.uk/jump-cube-by-syouma-trick-jumpcube.html 

 

 
 

That’s about it for this month everyone – send any articles for next month’s newsletter  

to Adrian for publishing. 

  
 
 

https://www.alakazam.co.uk/jump-cube-by-syouma-trick-jumpcube.html

