
 

 

 
 

 

2019 MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

3
rd

 Feb  Lecture – Dave Loosley  4
th

 Aug Club Night 

3
rd

 Mar  Club Night – Speed Dating  21
st
 Aug EXTRA – Joshua Jay Lecture  

7
th

 Apr  Annual General Meeting  1
st
 Sep  Close Up Competition 

5
th

 May  Stage Competition   6
th

 Oct  Lecture – James Went 

2
nd

 Jun  Lecture – Jamie Daws   3
rd

 Nov Props Auction 

7
th

 Jul  Lecture – Oliver Tabor  1
st
 Dec  Xmas Fun Night 

  

    

2019 CLUB SHOWS 

9
th

 Mar   All Saints School, Maldon 

29
th

 Mar   St Mary’s Church, Little Baddow  

8
th

 Jun   Stambridge Primary School TBC 

22
nd

 Jun   St Saviour’s Church, Canvey Island 

W/C 26
th

 Aug  As If By Magic 2019, Dixon Studio 

 

 

CONTACTS 

President - Adrian Fox     Vice President – Oliver Ward  

01702 297983 / 07711 982890    07538 178182 

adrian@adrianfoxmagic.co.uk    oliverwardmagic@icloud.com 

 

 

Treasurer – Tracy Wise     Secretary, Membership & Librarian – Ryan Young  

01702 597002       07854 634592 

tracywise@hotmail.co.uk      ryangyoung@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

Club Shows Secretary – Richard Graham 

07951 441333  

richard@richardgraham-magic.co.uk 
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LAST MEETING – 6
th

 JANUARY – CLUB NIGHT 

The club's January meeting was one of our free and easy 

club nights where members have a chance to socialise and 

discuss magic in a very informal setting. It's always nice to 

start the New Year in a relaxed way, and several members 

came along to take part.  

 

Another nice start to the year was to welcome a new 

member to the club in January in the shape of Andrew Miranda. Well done Andrew for passing 

your audition recently and a huge welcome to your new club! I hope you get everything you need 

from your membership and I know that our other members will help to make you feel very 

welcome.  

 

Also at the meeting, Ryan presented the first mentoring session of the New Year and discussed the 

use and safety of flash products – wool, paper, string and sparkle powder etc. It was a really lively 

session and there were lots of questions and plenty of demonstrations from Ryan who must have 

gone through loads of flash paper! To re-iterate the main safety points:  

1. Remember that flash products burn at different rates, so it’s important to try any new purchases 

out somewhere safe before using them in a performance. 

2. Always practice over a bowl of water or over the sink to make sure that burning embers don’t 

fall onto carpets for example. 

3. Bear in mind that hair products in particular are highly flammable, so it’s important to keep any 

flash materials away from audience members when in use.  

4. Always check for things like smoke detectors or fire detection systems before using flash 

materials – stay away from them! Some venues ban their use altogether so it’s always important 

to check. 

5. Remember that using flash products is literally playing with fire – if you’re not sure about how 

to use them safely, then don’t!  

 

Huge thanks go to Ryan for a really interesting session which was very much enjoyed by everyone 

attending. 

 

 

 

NEXT MEETING – 3
rd

 FEBRUARY – LECTURE, DAVE LOOSLEY 

Our February meeting sees the first lecture of the year with a 

welcome visit to Southend from Dave Loosley. A lot of people will 

know Dave from his association with Alakazam of course, but he’s 

also an innovative magician and magic inventor in his own right. 

 

With a successful track record as a professional over many years, 

Dave has an engaging personality and some excellent commercial 

magic to share with us, so make sure you’re there nice and early to 

grab the best seats. Magic with sweets, napkins and rubber bands are part of Dave’s repertoire, 

so I’m sure there’ll be something for everyone. His lecture has received rave reviews from 

everyone who has seen it so we should be in for a real treat. 

 

The lecture will start at 8.00 sharp, following the February mentoring session. Tickets for non 

members are priced as usual at £10.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

NEXT MENTORING SESSION – FEBRUARY – CARD CONTROLS 

Oliver Ward will be leading our February mentoring session 

with a look at card controls for those interested in expanding 

their card magic repertoire. The ability to control a spectator’s 

selection is obviously a key component of card magic, and 

whether you’re fairly skilled or a complete beginner with cards 

there’ll be something for you to learn and use.  

 

Oliver promises to teach such things as a double undercut, a push through shuffle, a swing cut 

control and a fan pass. Although some of these sound complicated, they’re actually not too difficult 

to master with practice, so Oliver will get you started.  

 

As usual, the first 30 minutes of the evening will be dedicated to the mentoring session, which will 

start at 7.00 sharp. Make sure you’re there on time! 

 

 

CLUB SHOWS 

If you’d like to perform at any of our future shows, either 

with close-up magic or as a stage act, then please contact 

Richard Graham on 01268 783202. Rick will also provide 

details of venue addresses, times and directions as 

required. 

 

Our shows are not just one of the ways in which we keep the 

club running successfully from a financial perspective; they 

also offer our members a unique opportunity to perform for 

non-magical audiences, and to practice their routines while improving their skills.  

 

If you’ve never been involved in one of our shows before, please think about offering some help – 

there’s nothing to lose and everything to gain from practicing with ‘real’ people.  

 

 

FUTURE SHOWS 

We now have some new shows in the diary for 2019, so please do make a note of the dates and see 

if you can be available to help out with some or all of the shows we have coming up. Dates so far 

are as follows: 

 

9
th

 March   All Saints School, Maldon 

29
th

 March   St Mary’s Church, Little Baddow  

8
th

 June   Stambridge Primary School TBC 

22
nd

 June   St Saviour’s Church, Canvey Island 

W/C 26
th

 August  As If By Magic 2019, Dixon Studio 

 

The next show in March is a full performance so we’ll need both close uppers and stage acts – 

please let Rick know if you can help out as we’d like to complete our planned line up as early as 

possible to save last minute worries. Rick will send out details for the next show and we hope to 

see you there for another fun filled evening of magic.  

 

You’ll also notice that we now have dates for this year’s run at the Dixon Studio – it’s week 

commencing Monday 26
th

 August. There’ll be theatre shows to cast on the Wednesday, Thursday, 

Friday and Saturday so please let Adrian know ASAP if you can be available and would like to 

perform at these important shows – an email is preferable please.  

 



 

 

 
 

 

CLUB LIBRARY 

Members may not be aware that the club holds a small 

library of books available for free loan – there’s a lot of 

amazing material held in these resources. If you’d like to 

borrow any of the books, just get in touch with Ryan and 

he’ll bring the book you want along to the next meeting for you.  

   

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

This is just a little early warning that our AGM is coming up in 

April. It’s the time when the committee stands down and a new 

committee is voted in. We currently have five committee posts: 

President, Vice President, Treasurer, Membership Secretary and 

Shows Secretary.  

 

If anyone is keen to stand for a committee post this year, please 

get in touch with one of the current members and we can explain what the different roles involve. 

It’s an important part of how the club is organised and remains successful so if you’d like to help 

and obtain experience of running a club like ours, do let us know.   

 

 

MEMBERS’ NEWS 

 

Tracy Wise – Psycon 2019 

Love putting the myth into mystery? Want Magick in your 

Magic and Cult in your Culture? 

 

Then experience this special opportunity to attend a one day 

gathering with like-minded individuals at Psycon 2019. 

 

Psycon is an exploration of the connectivity between the 

occult, Fortean themes, gothic culture, the curious, 

storytelling/mythmaking and performance arts. With guest speakers, visual arts, magic, 

storytelling and a exclusive exhibition of original artwork by King Mob (The Wise Brothers) this 

will be an incredible day to remember. 



 

 

Attendees can also book to attend 'The Whitechapel Murder Trail' led by Psycon organiser and 

magician Tracy Wise. This will take place on Friday 15th November with Psycon itself running 

on Saturday 16
th

 at:  

Concrete 

The Tea Building 

56 Shoreditch High Street 

Shoreditch 

E1 6JJ 

 

Early Bird tickets are £50 including lunch and refreshments and can be purchased here: 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/psycon-gateway-to-occulture-tickets-52409712862 

 

 

OTHER MAGIC SHOWS ETC 

 

BLACKPOOL MAGIC CONVENTION 2019 

This year’s Blackpool magic convention is running 15
th

 – 17
th

 

February and it promises to be the best yet!  

 

The biggest convention in the world now, Blackpool has been 

running their special weekend for 67 years and it’s simply an 

amazing place to be for anyone interested in magic, attracting 

the big names and gala acts from all over the world.  

 

A number of our members are planning to attend, either for the whole weekend or for a single day. 

If you’re headed up North for the convention at all, do let us know and we’ll try to arrange a get 

together for our club members to compare notes. If it’s your first time, be prepared to be blown 

away by the lecture and show schedule – you simply won’t be able to see it all so choose 

carefully! And with over 120 dealers attending to sell you their latest miracles, it might best to 

leave the credit card at home! 

 

You can find out all the details for this year’s convention online, and there’s also due to be an app 

released shortly with a full programme so that you don’t miss anything important. 

 

https://convention.blackpoolmagic.com/ 

   

 

NEW TV SHOW – HOUDINI’S LAST SECRETS 

A new TV show comes to the Discovery channel on 6
th

 February. Titled 

‘Houdini’s Last Secrets’, it might be worth a watch – it’s on at 9.00pm and 

in this first episode the show takes a look at ‘The Torture Escape’.  

 

How did Harry Houdini pull off his death-defying escapes? A team of 

experts investigate his illusions to reveal the secrets of this mysterious stunt. 

The show is repeated at 1.00am on 7
th

 February. Set your recorders! 
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FINALLY, AS USUAL, SOME NEW MAGIC TO CHECK OUT 

 

Mentalism                           ESP DIRECT by Roy Baker 

You show several jumbo size laminated cards (approx. A6); each 

with a different ESP type symbol printed upon them. The cards are 

mixed and laid out face up on the table. A spectator is allowed to 

indicate which cards should be eliminated one by one, until only one 

symbol is left. Please note there is no equivoque used in the selection, 

but a very clever idea by Roy Baker. 

 

The spectators themselves turn over the chosen card to discover a 

large red tick sign on its back representing your prediction is correct. But the spectators are not 

convinced for they have not seen the backs of the other cards, after all, they could each have a red 

tick mark. But when they turn over the other cards each one has a bold letter on it – correctly 

spelling out the name of the selected symbol! 

 

• A stunning climax! 

• Easy to do and totally baffling 

• Perform it close-up, parlour or on television 

• Everything can be left for examination 

• Practical Mentalism at its best! 

 

Comes complete with the Jumbo A6 sized laminated cards & instructions. Post FREE in the UK. 

 

ESP Direct costs just £9.00 and you can get it here:  

http://mreenterprises.co.uk/viewproduct.php?id=1840 

 

 

 

Mentalism                           WISE QUACK by Thom Peterson 

   

This is a fresh, fun new take on Al Koran's amazing Medallion 

Trick. 

 

After telling the audience how good you are at fun-fair games, 

you explain that your local carnival has actually retired your 

"pick-a-duck" duck. 

 

To demonstrate, you have the audience decide on a 3-digit number in the fairest possible 

way. Once the number has been agreed upon, a small paper bag (that's been in full view 

the entire performance) is opened. Inside is found your "retired" duck. When your on-

stage helper reads the number inscribed on the bottom of the duck, it is seen to be a perfect 

match! 

 

Simple, easy, direct and a lot of fun to perform! Wise Quack comes with all of the 

necessary custom props and teaching DVD! 

 

Wise Quack costs $75 and you can see it here: 

http://www.amazingguystore.com/ 
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Updated Classics                            PLAY CHOP by Practical Magic    

The classic chop cup, but now brought up to date using Play-Doh. 

  

Ask a spectator to make a ball with the Play-Doh® from a small pot. 

From that moment you can perform any chop cup routine with a large ball 

and a cute animal final load. Modern magic with organic props! 

 

In the kit you get a plastic chop pot, 1 chopped ball, 3 normal balls, 1 

large ball for a final load and 1 animal – all made in durable foam that 

looks just like Play-Doh. You can choose the animal you want and the 

options are chicken, frog, rabbit and pig. You also receive a small tub of 

Play-Doh to make your fake balls with, and a spare chop pot label. 

 

This is a fantastic way to bring a classic of magic to children or even adults. 

 

The kit is available from Practical Magic priced at £60 and you can see it here: 

https://practical-magic.com/products/play-chop 

 

 

Mentalism                                                                                CHARADES by Dan Ives 

Do you want a brilliant mindreading effect that is easy to do? Are you 

looking for an amazing piece of Mentalism that is not only 

entertaining BUT is totally fooling? Need a super cool deck that 

allows you to do a myriad of different effects?  

 

Dan Ives's brilliant Charades allows you to cleanly read your 

spectators' minds in a multitude of different ways (can be used with 

one or more spectators), and is perfect for those who want to perform 

strong magic and mentalism. You receive a custom printed deck as 

well as a ton of great ideas that you will use.  

 

Dan has designed the Charades deck to look and feel exactly as it would if you were to purchase it 

as a game from the local toy store, and yet you can actually play Charades with this deck and beat 

everyone (if you fancy being a little sneaky).  

 

Using cards other than playing cards really opens up the presentational possibilities, allowing you 

to create interesting situations and moments that feel like real mind reading!  

 

Charades is perfect for all performing situations -- close-up, parlour and stage!  

 

Charades truly packs small but plays BIG and there is ZERO memory work involved!  

 

Perform one on one or use multiple spectators to create and amazing piece of group mind reading.  

 

Charades comes complete with custom designed and manufactured Charades deck and online 

video training videos. 

 

You can find Charades at your favourite magic dealer – for example, Alakazam stock it priced at 

£29.99. That’s the best price I can find so far – check it out here: 

https://www.alakazam.co.uk/charades-by-dan-ives-.html 

 

That’s about it for this month everyone – send any articles for next month’s newsletter  

to Adrian for publishing. 

https://practical-magic.com/products/play-chop
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